


What is the 
Healthy Food Kickstarter Project?

• In March 2020 the County Board of Supervisors recognized the 
existence of a local health emergency regarding the coronavirus 
("COVID‑19") in Los Angeles County. A year later the American Rescue 
Plan was passed establishing the Coronavirus State and Local Fiscal 
Recovery Fund. 

•The County of Los Angeles (County) through its Department of 
Consumer and Business Affairs (DCBA) has partnered with Community 
Services Unlimited Inc. (CSU) to implement the Healthy Food 
Kickstarter Project (Kickstarter).

•Kickstarter is providing grants to qualifying organizations and 
businesses to launch or expand equitable food distribution programs 
in Los Angeles County identified target areas. 



Kickstarter Funds Available

•A total grant fund of $4,100,000
•$20,000 for newly launching projects 
•$200,000 for expansion of existing projects
•Kickstarter seeks to fund a minimum of 5 newly launching 
and 15 expansion projects, the exact distribution between 
start-ups and expansions may vary based on the applications 
received 
•Technical assistance will be offered to grant recipients, in 
addition to the grant award



Who Can Apply?

•Projects of non-profits 
and private/for-profit 
enterprises are eligible to 
apply for these funds

•Projects must take place 
within a COVID Recovery 
Target Area in Los Angeles 
County



Eligible Kickstarter Projects
Include: Grocery stores & markets, 
restaurant and catering, meal services, 
farms and gardens, mobile and pop-up 
vendors, delivery & distribution 
services, and subscription programs. 

This is not an exhaustive list. All 
innovative enterprises that increase 
access to Healthy Food are encouraged 
to apply.



Important Dates & Contact Info
•Deadline for receipt of a completed application
  Friday, May 5, 2023 at 11:59pm PST

•Details of virtual and in person workshops to assist with the 
application process are available at: https://csuinc.org/kickstarter/ 

   
•Awards will be announced in August 2023

•Questions about, or require assistance with the application? Email with 
details of your query/s to Kickstarter@csuinc.org or call 213-746-1216

https://csuinc.org/kickstarter/
mailto:Kickstarter@csuinc.org


Kickstarter Application 
• On-line application

We suggest that you download the questions and respond to them off-line and 
then copy and paste your answers into the online application

• Is your Project New or an Expansion? 

Kickstarter seeks to create opportunities for both newly launching and expansion of 
existing food distribution projects 

• New projects may apply for grants of $20,000 and expansions for $200,000

• Expansion projects may include construction



Verify LA County Target Area
•The project for which funds are being requested MUST take 
place within a COVID Recovery Target Area within Los Angeles 
County

•Before proceeding with the application, please verify that your 
projects fits this criteria. You will need this information when 
completing the application form

•Detailed instructions to help you do this are covered in the next 
6 slides and are also available here  

https://csuinc.org/csuinc/wp-content/uploads/2023/04/ENG_SPAN-InstructionsCOVID-19Map-KS_040323.pdf


Verify LA County Target Area: Step 1 & 2



Verify LA County Target Area: Step 3



Verify LA County Target Area: Step 4 (a)



Verify LA County Target Area: Step 4 (b)



Verify LA County Target Area: Step 5 (a)



Verify LA County Target Area: Step 6 (a)



Completing the Application
The Kickstarter Application is divided into two main sections and each is 
slightly different depending on whether you are applying for a newly 
launching food projects, or for the expansion of an existing one

Requested Documents: for ex. images of your business or where you plan 
to locate it, to your project’s projected income. Documents sent as 
attachments may be in the following formats: PDF, Microsoft Excel, Word, 
or JPGS’s.

Questions:  for ex. details about staffing and management, to how your 
project came about and your vision for serving the community where it 
is/will be located. There will be specific questions for expansion projects 
that include construction



Frequently Asked Questions

An FAQ document is 
available here

This will be updated until 
5pm, May 1st 2023

THANKYOU! Good Luck.

https://docs.google.com/document/u/1/d/e/2PACX-1vQfUXf6LNZS_dh6x6jGceT8rPyWQvPPhEf6kVBDgiP9b2MeLiYIHIwBnL4jsyNoSTF1pKF2LnCj0PKX/pub

